AVENGERS vs X-MEN | 


NOT JUST THE 
NAME OF THE 
CITY BELOW. 


A DESCRIPTION OF 


THE MUTANT RACE. 


PERSECUTED BY 
HUMANS, DRIVEN 
NEARLY TO EXTINCTION, 


TO THE PHOENIX 
FORC. 


--AN OMNIPOTENT 
POWER DIVIDED 
BETWEEN FOUR OF 
THE SUPERIORS AND 
THEIR ULTIMATE 

LEADER: 


WHOSE SINGULAR 


T’/VE BEEN STEALING QUIET 
SECONDS HERE AND THERE 
TO FERRET IT OUT... 


OF THE FIRST SURPRISE 
THAT COMES WITH THE 
PHOENIX FORCE: 
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Be MAYBE HERE |e 
ae I CAN THINK. foe 


HOW DID JEAN EVER 
HANDLE TELEPATHY FROM 
SUCH A YOUNG AGE 
WITHOUT HER HEAD 


EXPLODING? 


THERE’S THE 
SECOND SURPRISE 


THAT COMES WITH 
THE PHOENIX POWER. 


y IT MAKES HER MEMORY-- 
4 THE LOSS OF HER-- 
§ FRESH AND RAW AGAIN. [iam ee 
j EVERY DAY. EVERY HOUR. faimueme 


AS IF EACH STEP. 
I TAKE LEADS ME 
RIGHT BACK TO-- 
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Ml --CONSCIOUSLY. fl 


eT DIDNT MEAN |e 
TO COME HERE-- 
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THE BLUE 
AREA O!} 
THE MOON. 


AN ANCIENT LUNAR 
CITY OF ALIEN ORIGIN. 
SELF-SUSTAINING 
ECOSYSTEM, OXYGEN 
ATMOSPHERE. 


-.-OF JEAN 
GREATEST VICTORY. 
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YEARS AGO, 
JEAN WAS THE 
Freie | 
> 
PHOENIX. IT USED |iiley 


HER AS ITS as } 
COMMITTING ‘ ~\ i 
XENOCIDE. Vo i ( p 4, 
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FOR ITS CRIMES. 
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SSY, § : . 
me --THAT ENDED IN 
me THE CRUELEST AND 
MOST LOVING ACT 
j OF GRACE I'VE 
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m EXACT WEAPON 


¥, 


VE LED M 
TO THE PRECISE 
SPOT...TO T 


JEAN USED... 
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Save US. 
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Ze = ANYTHING? ff 
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I NEED TO TALK 
TO SOMEONE. 


z 


THE ONE 
WHO KNEW 7 
ME BEST. : 
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I LIKE THE 
COSTUME. |S ITSUPPOSED % 
ee es g TO REPRESENT YOUR 
Be... Vie POWER OR REMIND 
: : te YOU OF ME? 
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: NOT THAT YOU'RE 
p SENTIMENTAL. IN FACT, 
YOU'VE USED THE 

PHOENIX FORCE VERY 
a WELL AND VERY 
LOGICALLY... 


NS? T DON'T NEED 
Mags 


FIRST LOVES 


NO ONE KNOWS 
QUITE HOW THE 


[o) 

PHOENIX FORCE WORKS 
WHEN IT BONDS WITH YOU, 
SCOTT. BUT I SUSPECT 
THAT, IN ITS WAY, IT 
italian i dbabiiaale? 


WHEN so 
THE PHOENIX 


, REBIRTHED 


»/ _ THROUGH MY 
S| EMOTIONS. THEY : 
|” WERE ALWAYS — fi 
ON A LITTLE 

m OUTSIZED... 


 ...BUT THE PHOENIX 
7 MADE THEM 50 HUGE 


MY JOY, MY GRIEF, / 
MY LOVE FOR YOU. _/ 


ae —- 7 
IN TIME 
ELINGS 


/ ...AND GIVING 
ME A GLIMPSE \ 
OF INFINITY. 4 


4 AND ONC! 
7 _ THAT HAPPENED, 
fa SCOTT, EVERYTHING 
I / OUTSIDE ME... 
‘ eh EVERYTHING... 


-.- SEEMED 


IT'S NOT ABOUT 
LOSING CONTROL. 
IT'S ABOUT LOSING 

PERSPECTIVE. LOSING 
YOURSELF. 


IN YOUR CASE, 
LOSING THE EMOTIONAL 
MEMORY OF ALL THE 
STRUGGLES AND_INJUSTICES 
THAT DEFINE YOU TO 
THIS DAY. 


IT'S NOT ABOUT 
LOSING CONTROL. 
IT'S ABOUT LOSING 

PERSPECTIVE. LOSING 
YOURSELF. 


IN YOUR CASE, 
LOSING THE EMOTIONAL 
MEMORY OF ALL THE 
STRUGGLES AND_INJUSTICES 
THAT DEFINE YOU TO 
THIS DAY. 


THAT'S WHY 
YOU CAME HERE, 
SCOTT. TO TEST /. 

YOURSELF. = 


TO SEE IF YOUR 
SOUL COULD STILL 
CONNECT TO THE SINGLE 
MOST TRAUMATIC MOMENT | 
OF UNCONTROLLED 
EMOTION YOU'VE EVER 


EXPERIENCED. 4 f\/ I ‘ \ Ww 


IT'S NOT ABOUT 
LOSING CONTROL. 
IT’S ABOUT LOSING 

PERSPECTIVE. LOSING 
YOURSELF. 


IN YOUR CASE, 
LOSING THE EMOTIONAL 
MEMORY OF ALL THE 
STRUGGLES AND_INJUSTICES 
THAT DEFINE YOU TO 
THIS DAY. 


” THAT'S WHY 

YOU CAME HERE, 

SCOTT. TO TEST 
YOURSELF. 


TO SEE IF YOUR 
SOUL COULD STILL 
CONNECT TO THE SINGLE 
MOST TRAUMATIC MOMENT 
OF UNCONTROLLED 
EMOTION YOU'VE EVER 


EXPERIENCED. }) / | | l ‘ \ \\\ NS 


YOU'RE RIGHT. 
SELF-SACRIFICE, 
NOBILITY, GRIEF, EVEN 
LOVE...THEY ALL SEEM 
50 SMALL. LIKE THE 
MEMORIES OF A 
DREAM. 


WHENEVER 
I TRY TO RELIVE 
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THAT WAS ONE [ie 
HELL OF A WAKE- ian 
i UP CALL. 


[eee BUT IT DID a 
Rees THE TRICK. 


To oa eae : : T KNOW _NOW THAT I HAVE 

; x F Lats , TO BE VIGILANT. I CANNOT-- 

aye 4 I WILL NOT--LET THE PHOENIX 
HANGE ME. 


ee se eae :; INSIDE ALL THIS 
oi POWER, T HAVE TO 
PRESERVE THE MAN 


THAT WAS ONE : ae nae 
HELL OF A WAKE- (iS I'VE ALWAYS BEEN. 
UP CALL. ; F io 
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T KNOW NOW THAT I HAVE 

TO BE VIGILANT. I CANNOT-- 

I WILL NOT--LET THE PHOENIX 
CHANGE ME. 


INSIDE ALL THIS 
POWER, I HAVE TO 
PRESERVE THE MAN 
I'VE ALWAYS BEEN. 


---WHAT'S IT ALL 
BEEN FOR? 


iN A 
HANDFUL 
OF 
BUST 
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